Grace United Church of Christ

First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 28th, 2021
Worship Service

We Gather
10:45am

Pre Live Stream Video Loop

Prelude

"Pastorale Air with Variations", Franz Xaver Anton Murschhauser,
arr. Lani Smith

(During our prelude, please take your seat and enjoy the music as we center our-

selves for worship and invite God’s presence into our
hearts.)
Welcome
Ringing of the Bell

Preparing our Hearts for Worship
Scriptural Greeting
Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors
that the King of Glory may come in.
*Call to Worship
Leader: Christ, God’s gift to the world, shall come:
People: For those who feel despair will know hope.
Leader: For those who are oppressed will know freedom
People: For those who are lonely will know love.
Leader: For those who are suffering will know inner peace.
People: O Christ, Lord of the world, your time is now!
All: Fill our hearts with joy!

Opening Hymn

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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Come, Thou long expected Jesus,
born to set all people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
grant us your true liberty.

Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth impart;
Dear desire of every nation,
enter every longing heart.
Born all people to deliver,
born a child, you came to Reign!
Born to rule on earth forever,
come, be known to us again.
By your own eternal Spirit,
come to claim us as your own;
By your all sufficient merit,
let us share your cross and crown.

*Opening Prayer
* Passing the Peace
(Let us pass the peace with a Covid-Friendly smile, wave or some other sign of
Christ’s love)

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Today we enter Advent, a season of possibilities, a time of "not yet." But daily
lives reflect human struggles. Sometimes we are surrounded by brokenness--in
our lives, among our friends and families, in our worldwide family. Hope seems a
far-off vision; yet we yearn for it to fill us. We cry together.
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
When hope is lost,
Restore us, o God.
When people are hurting,
Restore us, O God.
When nations are fighting,
Restore us, O God.
When children are hungry,
Restore us, O God.

Restore us, God of Life. Bring us closer to hope, the hope that lights the way on
the journey to Bethlehem. During this season of waiting may we be open to
signs of your restoring love. As we light this first Advent Candle, let us pray for
God's restoration in the midst of brokenness and despair.
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. Amen.

We Listen
Musical Response
First Reading

"In the Bleak Midwinter", Gustav Holst, arr. Mark Hayes
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Sequence Hymn

Emmanuel
Emmanuel, Emanuel, His name is called Emmanuel
God with us, revealed in us
His name is called Emmanuel

Gospel Lesson

Luke 21:25-36

Children’s Message

Sermon
We Respond
Choral Anthem

"Bethlehem Wind", Joseph M. Martin

Sacrament of Baptism
Introduction and Questions
Blessing the Water
Baptism
Anointing and New White Garment
Candle and Covenant Letter
Welcome
Reception of New Members
Introduction and Questions
Baptismal Reaffirmation
Anointing and reception into the Church
Blessing
Welcome
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

We are Sent
Announcements
Closing Prayer
Blessing
Closing Hymn

God Almighty We are Waiting

3047 (W&S)

1 God Almighty, we are waiting for a savior to appear.

Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near:
burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild.
As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child.
2 God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth.
Looking back and looking forward to the Christ's return to earth.
Help us to proclaim the gospel, 'til the world is reconciled.
Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child.
3 God, the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now.
Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow.
Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild,
help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child.

Dismissal
Postlude

"Paean on 'Wachet Auf'", Philipp Nicolai, arr. David Lasky

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
~~~~~~
Grace goes LIVE!
Please know that today's service is being live-streamed for
those who can not worship with us in person. If you prefer NOT to
be in the live stream video, please sit in pews behind the center pillars.
~~~~~~~
The children's moment will be on camera as well.
If you would like your child NOT to be on camera,
please speak to our AV team or an usher.
~~~~~~~
(Note: Communion and the offering will NOT be live-streamed for privacy reasons.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Today is a Joyous Day at Grace Church!
Today we welcome Charlotte Helena Powell into the family of God through Baptism. Charlotte is the daughter of Eric and Lisel Powell and the little sister of Jim
and Erica. The Powells were active at Grace Church several years ago but moved
to Tennessee. We are delighted to welcome them “Home” if even just for today.

We also welcome new Members into the Church Family through the adult rite of
Baptismal Reaffirmation and reception of members, Josh Serna, John McCabe,
Kathleen Steppe, and Cara Twentey.

Grace UCC Updates
This week at Grace:
Sunday 11/28:

11:00 AM - Worship Service–
First Sunday of Advent Service
New Member Reception

Wednesday 12/1: 7:00 PM - Grace Book Club (Zoom)

Sunday 12/5:

11:00 AM - Worship Service
New Member Reception

Reminder! New Members Reception
We are coming to a close on our New Members classes. We will be having an

New Members Reception immediately after service from 10:00– 10:45am.
See the zoom info below! Online members are full members! You are all welcome!
Topic: GRUCC NEW MEMBERS CLASS
Time: Nov 21, 2021 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US
& Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777616784?
pwd=M2pITVZVRTRnVFBLaVIvRmwrTEVzdz09
Meeting ID: 837 7761 6784
Passcode: 941292

Join us on Saturday, December 11th at 11:00am on Zoom for a fun way to
prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus!
We will have music, lessons, and a craft together as we learn what it means to
celebrate Jesus as the greatest gift we have ever gotten!
Click the links below or visit the website for your Gingerbread Bash supplies!
•

The Zoom link is below to join us

•

Coloring Pages to print out if your kids like to color

At Home Family Guide so you can have all the supplies ahead of time (We will be
making a gingerbread nativity, so the supplies list will help you get ready.
(A gingerbread house kit from the store would be helpful)
•

File Folder of B/W nativity figures to print off at home and cut out to be in
your nativity scene.
•

It's really that simple!
PLEASE invite friends and family to join us. the more the merrier!
The Zoom info is:
Topic: Gingerbread Bash!
Time: Dec 11, 2021 11:00 AM Eastern Time

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89647907866?pwd=VjZHN1hlZTIrSlhRTEFYRnloOTlWZz09
Meeting ID: 896 4790 7866
Passcode: 419537
Hope to see you there!
Pastor Rob+

Join us for a Special Advent Bible Study
Every Thursday at 7:00pm! Starting December 2nd — 23rd on Zoom!

The Heart That Grew Three Sizes!
Join us as we look for Christmas lessons in the Story
of How the Grinch Stole Christmas! All are welcome!

You can find this book on GooglePlay books or purchase a hardcopy from Cokesbury.com.
Each week will last 90 minutes and we will cover 2
chapters each week. Join us!!

Topic: Advent Bible Study
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85864388012?
pwd=VVVQNVRGUGxmMk1EODhleEpsT3ZnQT09

Meeting ID: 858 6438 8012
Passcode: 697945

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,85864388012#,,,,*697945# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,85864388012#,,,,*697945# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 858 6438 8012
Passcode: 697945
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keBo9Xwb5D

Grace UCC
(Virtual) Book
GraceClub
UCC
Every Wednesday at 7:00pm
(Virtual) Book Club
Join us if you’d like to socialize, stretch your mind,
Every Wednesday at 7:00pm

or just leave the daily grind of life behind for a bit!

Message from Missy Moxley:
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fear of the mukhabarat—the secret police who watch and
listen for any scrap of information that can be used
against America and its allies. They have ordered her to
befriend Ally Wilson, the deputy ambassador’s wife. Huda
has no wish to be an informant, but fears for her teenaged
son, who may be forced to join a deadly militia. Nor does she know that Ally has dangerous secrets of her own.
Belowformer
is the recurring
Zoom linkenjoyed
which is also on our church
website, grucc.com,
and Facebook page.
Huda’s
friend,
upbringing
asyour
the daughter
Join
usRania,
if you’d like atoprivileged
socialize,
stretch
mind, of a sheikh.
Now her
family’s wealth is gone, and Rania too is battling to keep her child safe and a roof
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654486377?pwd=T1VGSWh2NFVkRHhVVFk1cm1BUUppZz09
orAs
just
thelives
daily
grind of
lifehidden
behind
forspill
a bit!
over their heads.
theleave
women’s
intersect,
their
pasts
into the present.
Questions?
Contact
Missy
Moxley
at:
nehoneybee@gmail.com
or
Doris
Moxley at: loyalty,
Facing possible betrayal at every turn, all three must trust in a fragile, newfound
even as they discover how much they
are willing to sacrifice to protect their families.
Dorismoxley@gmail.com
Please Email the church office at admin@grucc.com to be added to the list for email notices. Look for your all
church email or check the church website for zoom link.
Below is the recurring Zoom link which is also on our church website, grucc.com, and Facebook page.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654486377?pwd=T1VGSWh2NFVkRHhVVFk1cm1BUUppZz09
Questions? Contact Missy Moxley at: nehoneybee@gmail.com or Doris Moxley at:
Dorismoxley@gmail.com. Please Email the church office at admin@grucc.com to be added to the list for email notices.

Grace United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation
25 East 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland, 21701
301-662-3312 ~ Office Hours: 9AM-3PM/M-F
Admin@grucc.com ~ www.grucc.com
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor, Pastor
Pastorrob@grucc.com
Jonas Dawson, Director of Music
Music@grucc.com
James Taylor, Bell Choir Director
Bells@grucc.com
Choir Section Leaders: James Taylor, Taylor Whidden,
Jennie Huntoon, & Donald Toms
Joan Princler, Nursery Attendant
Joan.dancer@comcast.net
Mat Lutman, Caretaker
Trainhouse13@gmail.com
Careen Walker, Church Admin
Admin@grucc.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP — 11:00 AM — Virtual
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of every month.
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Liturgist: Trish Abell
Children’s Message: Pastor Rob

Children’s Church: N/A
Altar Guild: N/A
If you would like to serve as a greeter, or host fellowship time after worship,
please add your name to the sign up sheet in the Good Shepherd Room.

