
Grace United Church of Christ 

January 29, 2023  
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Worship 
 



  
We Gather 

  

Prelude      Be Thou My Vision arr.    Dale Wood    

 

Welcome 

 

Preparing Our Hearts 

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Choral Introit     Enter His Gates          Lloyd Larson     

  

*Call to Worship  

In Jesus Christ, a river of JOY flows deeply within our souls. 

May this spiritual joy move us to God. 

May this Joy nourish and guide us to those God loves. 

May our joy in Christ lead us to those no one loves, save but God. 

May this worship enliven our joy and our lives. 

May Christ’s gifts show us our pathway to new life, to new HOPE. 

May our joy  in this worship encourage our HOPE. 

All: Let us now worship in the love, hope and joy moving in us all.    

 

* Opening Hymn     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You       # 4         

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore You, 

God of glory, God of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before You, 
Opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

Drive the storms of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day! 

 

2 All Your works with joy surround You, 

Earth and heaven reflect your rays, 

Stars and angels sing around You, 

Center of unbroken praise; 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain 

Teach us what our praise should be. 
 

3 You are giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blessed, 

Well-spring of the joy of living, 

Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, 

all who love belong to you 

Teach us how to love each other, 

By that love our joy renew 



4 Mortals, join the mighty chorus, 

Which the morning stars began; 

Boundless love is reigning o’er us, 

Reconciling race and clan. 

Ever singing, move we forward, 

Faithful in the midst of strife; 

Joyful music leads us onward 

In the triumph song of life. 

  

Prayer of Renewal and Healing (In Unison) 

Forgive us, gentle and compassionate God, for being so limited and limiting in 
our joy; for being careless with the world; and for sharing too much doom and 
gloom with people who need an encouraging word and an example of joyful and 
HOPEFUL living.  Renew us and give us new joy, new HOPE.  Renew us and make 
us more reverent about the goodness of our lives and realities you obviously re-
vere; renew us and make us more generous about sharing the gifts of your grace. 
We seek only goodness and joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace (Let us pass the peace with a Covid-Friendly smile, wave or 
some other sign of Christ’s love) 

  

We Listen 

  

Anthem    O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing arr.   Gordon Young   

  

Reading     Micah 6:1-8  (The Message)  “What Is God Looking For” 

         Introduction:  In his introduction to the Book of the prophet Micah in the transla-
tion of the Bible called “The Message,” Eugene Peterson proclaims: “Prophets use 
words to remake the world. The world – heaven and earth, people, animals, and birds – 
was made in the first place by God’s Word…these prophets learn their speech from 
God.”  Moreover, we human persons learn what God requires of us from Micah.  In 
chapter 6, verses 1-8, we learn what God is looking for in us.  Listen now to a reading 
from Micah from The Message: 

Scripture:  Micah 6:1-8   What God Is Looking For 

1-2 Listen now, listen to God: “Take your stand in court.  If you have a complaint, tell the 
mountains;  make your case to the hills. And now, Mountains, hear God’s case;  listen, 
Jury Earth—For I am bringing charges against my people.  I am building a case against 
Israel.3-5 “Dear people, how have I done you wrong? Have I burdened you, worn you 
out? Answer! I delivered you from a bad life in Egypt; I paid a good price to get you out 
of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you—  and Aaron and Miriam to boot! Remember what 
Balak king of Moab tried to pull, and how Balaam son of Beor turned the tables on him. 
Remember all those stories about Shittim and Gilgal. Keep all God’s salvation stories 
fresh and present.”6-7 How can I stand up before God and show proper respect to the 
high God? Should I bring an armload of offerings topped off with yearling calves? Would 
God be impressed with thousands of rams, with buckets and barrels of olive oil? Would 
he be moved if I sacrificed my firstborn child,  my precious baby, to cancel my sin? 
 

* * * 



  
8 But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men 
and women. It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compas-
sionate and loyal in your love, And don’t take yourself too seriously—  take God seri-
ously. 

Continuing Text: “Joy is the one infallible sign of the presence of God.” Teillhard de 
Chardin    

 

 *Hymn   “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (stanzas 1 & 4) 417    
1 This is a day of new beginnings, 

time to remember and move on, 

time to believe what love is bringing, 

laying to rest the pain that’s gone.  

 

Christ is alive, and goes before us 

to show and share what love can do. 
This is a day of new beginnings; 

our God is making all things new. 

 

 *Gospel        Matthew 5:1-12 (The Message)        “The Beatitudes” 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who 
were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he 
sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said:  3 “You’re blessed 
when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his 
rule.  4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then 
can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.  5 “You’re blessed when you’re 
content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s the moment you find your-
selves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 6  “You’re blessed when 
you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll 
ever eat. 7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 
yourselves cared for.8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind 
and heart—put right. Then you can see God in the outside world.9 “You’re blessed 
when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That’s when 
you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family.10 “You’re blessed 
when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The persecution drives you 
even deeper into God’s kingdom.11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed eve-
ry time people put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. 
What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. 
You can be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like 
it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company. My proph-
ets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble. 
 
Children’s Moment 
 

 Sermon “Choosing JOY Over the Mundane – Like a RIVER Moving in Us” 



 

We Respond 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offering       Aria       John Dixon 
 

 Prayer of Dedication (In Unison) 
In all the ways we share our gifts, our compassion, our kindness, our JOY, let us 
be glad in our hearts and souls.  Let us give thanks.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (In Unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

We Are Sent 

 Announcements 
 

 Closing Prayer (In Unison) O God,  you called us to this worship; we came to be to-
gether.  You called us to deepen our faith and renew our JOY; we leave to share 
our love and JOY with the world.  Amen 

  

*Closing Hymn    “Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing”       # 303 

1 Rejoice, give thanks and sing; your sovereign God adore! 
For Christ has robbed death’s sting and triumphs ever more.  

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice. 

 
2 Our Savior Jesus reigns, the God of truth and love; 

The Lamb who purged our stains is crowned with power above.  
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice. 

 
3 Christ Jesus cannot fail to rule both earth and heaven; 

The keys of death and hell are the Savior given.  
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice. 

 
4 Rejoice in glorious hope, for Christ the Judge shall come, 

And take the faithful up to their eternal home.  
We soon shall hear a heavenly voice above the trumpet’s sound, “Rejoice!” 

 

*Blessing God's People 
 

Choral Benediction     Amen         Ronald Nelson 
 

Postlude        Postlude on “Joyful, Joyful”      arr. Brenda Portman 



Grace goes LIVE!  

Please know that today's service is being live-streamed for those who can not  
worship with us in person.  

 

If you prefer NOT to be in the live stream video, please sit in pews behind the 
center pillars.  

 
NOTE: If today’s service contains a processional (check bulletin)  and you do 
not wish to be in the live stream video, please see an AV Team member or an 

usher. 
 
  

The children's moment will be on camera as well. If you would like your child NOT to 
be on camera, please speak to our AV team or an usher. 

  
(Note: Communion and the offering will NOT be live-streamed for privacy reasons.) 

Words of comfort, words of vision, 
Words of challenge, said with care, 

Bring new power and strength for action, 
Make us colleagues, free and fair. 

 
4 So God grant us for tomorrow 

Ways to order human life 
That surround each person’s sorrow 

With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
Our compassion to increase, 

Messengers of faith, thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

  
  
*Blessing God's People 
  
Choral Benediction   Now May the God of Peace       Lloyd Larson   

 
Postlude     Finale on “How Firm a Foundation”   arr. Janet Linker 



We are delighted that you joined us for worship this morning.  Please be sure to sign the red 

Friendship Book in your pew or text “check-in” to (301) 857-4626.  If you have any difficulty 

hearing the service, one of our ushers can provide you with a  hearing assistance device.  We 

also have large print bulletins and hymnals available. 

 

Children in 1st through 5th grade are invited to join us for Children’s Church - a time of Bible 

lessons, crafts, snacks and fun activities in room 13.  We leave the Sanctuary following the 

Children’s Message.  For children 5 years and younger, our Nursery is available during the 

worship service.   

This week at Grace UCC: 
Sunday 01/29:  11:00AM - Worship Service   

Wednesday 02/01: 7:00PM - Book Club (zoom) 

Thursday 02/02:  5:30-7:30PM Health Department Meeting 

Sunday : 02/05:  11:00 AM -  Worship Service   

Grace Announcements 



Support Our Church Youth! Buy Super 

Bowl Squares! 

 

We are selling Super Bowl Squares for $10/square as a fundraiser 

for our Church Youth Program.  Fifty percent of the funds raised 

will go to the Church Youth with the other fifty percent divided between the winners.  

 

How does this work? 

 A Football Squares grid is 10 rows X 10 columns, so 100 squares. Each row and 

column represents a number 0 through 9. The winner is determined by looking at the 

last number in each of the teams' score, and then matching those numbers on the 

grid and seeing which square intersects those two numbers. If the score at the end of 

the game is AFC 33, and NFC 24, then the square on the grid that has AFC with 

number 3, and NFC number 4, would be the winner. Pay outs will be:  20 percent for 

score at end of 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 quarters and 40 percent for final score of the Super 

Bowl Game.  So if you do the math, this will pay out $100 for the winning square for 

the 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 quarters and $200 for the winning square for the final score.  More 

importantly, this will raise $500 for our youth program.   

  This can only be accomplished if we sell all 100 squares! 

 

How do you play? 

Participants pay $10/square and will pick the location of their square/s on the grid.  

Starting on Sunday, January 22 we will be selling the squares before and after 

church service.  Once all the squares are sold, the numbers on the columns and 

rows that correspond to the last digits of each team’s score will be randomly drawn.  

This assignment of the numbers to the rows and columns will be done at the Fellow-

ship Hour following church service on Super Bowl Sunday, February 12.  That way 

you will know what scores to root for during the game.  This will be a fun day!  Plan  

to stay for fellowship. We will have some good eats: sand-

wiches, soups, dips, and desserts to celebrate the day.   

 

If you have any questions about the football squares or 

would like to purchase squares but are not able to be pre-

sent at church, please contact Kelly at the church office  

admin@grucc.com or Missy Moxley at  

nehoneybee@gmail.com  

Cash preferred 

mailto:admin@grucc.com
mailto:nehoneybee@gmail.com


Ra i s ing  Funds  for  You th  Min i s try  Upda t e   

 

Our donation status: The youth classes wants to send out a huge thank you  to 
everyone that has contributed to raising funds for them to go on a fun trip! So far we  
have raised just over $200 to go towards an exciting adventure, with high hopes that 
our Superbowl squares will bring in more funds for a big 
trip, or multiple trips. 

 

Why a youth group trip is important: This will be a won-
derful memory for our kids to have attached to growing up 
in Grace Church, but it will also be an opportunity for our 
children to invite a friend to join us, and potentially have 
more families join our church.  
 
Want to do more? We are always looking for ways to  
expand Grace Church and add more families and youth 
members. We could use volunteers to teach a class,  
provide snacks, come up with ideas on how to get more 
people into the church. If you want to volunteer, please 
speak with Pastor Gerry or Kelly Pineda with your ideas, 
or to sign up to help.  

$400 

$500 

$300 

$200 

$100 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

Donations 

Pastor Gerry: 

pastorgerrygrace@gmail.com 

Kelly Pineda: 

admin@grucc.com 



 

Join us if you’d like to  socialize,  stretch your mind, or just leave the daily 
grind of life  behind for a bit! 

A note from Book Club: We encourage you to join us any time.   
All are welcome! Invite your friends and family that are book lovers, or want a 
moment to escape the daily grind. We are a friendly and inclusive group of men 

and women.  You can contact us for questions at  
Doris Moxley: Dorismoxley@gmail.com, or Missy Moxley: nehoney-

bee@gmail.com We can’t wait to see you there! 

Grace UCC  
(Virtual) Book Club 

Every Wednesday at 7:00pm 

We are discussing Squeeze Me by Carl Hiaasen for Wednesday’s Zoom meeting, 
reading through Chapter 7. Here are some thoughts on the book:  

1.       I did not realize that Boa Constrictors were such a problem in Southern Florida, 
did you?  Here’s a youtube link to underline this invasive species running ram-
pant in the area. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bet24QooSLM 
2.       This book is full of sarcastic wit.  Comment on these situations, including: 

a.       Names of the characters (what did you think of the code names for the 
first lady and POTUS? 

b.      This crime-free area of South Florida having all kinds of “white collar” 
crime including drug use, manipulation of authorities to conceal the place of 
death to avoid bad publicity for the Lipid House 

c.       The ridiculous deaths of the rich, ie Kiki (via Boa Constrictor), Kiki’s hus-
band (via drowning b/c he refused to let go of his high priced fishing rod), 
Joel’s mom (drowning by driving  a golf cart into a lake 
while intoxicated) 

3.       Do you like this author’s style of writing? 
  

Thanks, 
Missy 
Our zoom link for Wednesday: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654486377?
pwd=T1VGSWh2NFVkRHhVVFk1cm1BUUppZz099 (passcode is 726495 
if needed) 

mailto:Dorismoxley@gmail.com
mailto:nehoneybee@gmail.com
mailto:nehoneybee@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bet24QooSLM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654486377?pwd=T1VGSWh2NFVkRHhVVFk1cm1BUUppZz099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654486377?pwd=T1VGSWh2NFVkRHhVVFk1cm1BUUppZz099


We will be collecting *new* warm socks and new, or gently used, winter coats! 
The coats & socks will be collected in our Collection Boxes (in the narthex and left-
hand corridor), and provided for the homeless community. Our guests from the 
Salvation Army day center will be able to take coats 
and socks that they need, and at the end of each 
month remaining items will be provided to the 
Frederick Rescue Mission. 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity!  

Annual Coat and Sock Drive  

The winter months are here! With the chill in the air we are reminded how blessed  

we are, and how we can share the gift of warmth with those less fortunate. We are asking  

for donations of yarn, and knitting/ crocheting materials to make scarves, hats, and mittens.  

If you want to help monetarily, mark your donation with “Yarn” in the 

memo line or on the envelope. See Jessica or Donald after service for  

details, or contact Kelly in the office at admin@grucc.com to help. 

Yarn Donations 

Any congregants who wish to participate in knitting or crocheting items are encouraged 

to grab a skein from the box in the back of the church near the rocking chairs to work 

on during service. We ask that all works are dropped back off in the box after service. 

Completed works will be taken to the shelter as they come in. Incomplete items will  

remain in the box for you to pick back up, and work on the following service.   



 

Grace United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

25 East 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland, 21701 

    301-662-3312  ~  Office Hours:  9AM-3PM/M-F 

Admin@grucc.com  ~  www.grucc.com  
 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Gerry Hanberry  Pastorgerrygrace@gmail.com  

Clergy in Residence: Rev. Guy S. Johnson  Gsj612@aol.com  

Director of Music: Nathan Strite      Music@grucc.com 

Bell Choir Director: James Taylor       Bells@grucc.com 

Choir Section Leaders: Anna Kovacsics, James Taylor, & Donald Toms  

Children & Youth Ministry: Kelly Pineda      Admin@grucc.com 

Nursery Attendant: Joan Princler      Joan.dancer@comcast.net 

Caretaker: Mat Lutman      Trainhouse13@gmail.com 

Church Admin: Kelly Pineda      Admin@grucc.com 

SUNDAY WORSHIP — 11:00 AM — Virtual and in person 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of every month. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Liturgist: Carrie Minnick 

Children’s Message:  Teddi Garrison 

Children’s Church:  Kelly Pineda, Joan Princler 

Altar Guild:  Joan Princler 

mailto:admin@grucc.com
http://www.grucc.com
mailto:music@grucc.com
mailto:Youthministry@grucc.com

