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CAC Delegation Visits German Church

The joint CAC-EKM group in front of the Andreaskirche (St.
Andrews Church) in Eisleben where Martin Luther preached
his final sermons. He died in the house across the street.
(Photo and caption courtesy of Rev. Rob Apgar-Taylor)

Back in 2013, there was discussion about an
exchange between local church leaders in
the CAC and those in the Evangelical Church
in Central Germany (EKM) to examine how
local churches function and interact with
their communities and changing cultures. In
the spring of 2015, nine Germans came to
Frederick, MD, where a symposium was
held with their CAC counterparts. Phase 2
of this process was a trip by CAC members
to Germany, where we were hosted by our
German friends and the dialogue continued.

From April 17th through the 26th, 2016, the
CAC delegation visited, talked with, and
learned from our German counterparts. The

first two days were spent in Berlin
sightseeing and visiting the important sites
of the capital city. We then travelled to
Mansfeld, where Martin Luther went to
school as a young child. There, we stayed in
a thousand-year-old castle, which has been
turned into a retreat center used mostly for
confirmation groups. We met with speakers
and local pastors as well as the regional
bishop, and we discussed the topic of
reconciliation as it related to the former
communist East German occupation and
also as it relates to racism and race
relations in American society. How can the
church become an instrument of
reconciliation in a society that has been
torn apart by hatred and division? How has
the church played a role in the problem and
what can we do to be a part of the
solution?
Aside from our group discussions, we
visited local churches and met pastors to
hear about ministry in Germany and see
local Luther sites, including the church
where Luther was baptized and the church
where he ended his ministry and preached
his last sermons.

Rev. Tim Tutt speaks with German church leaders on
the recent CAC delegation trip to the EKM. (Photo
courtesy of Jonathan Rumpold)
EKM representative Jens Latke passes a gift from CAC
Associate Conference Minister Marie Bacchiocchi to EKM
Associate Bishop Johann Schneider. (Photo courtesy of Rev.
Tim Tutt)

On the weekend, we stayed with host
families in various towns and cities
throughout the EKM and worshipped in
local churches on Sunday. Some of us went
to Wittenburg, others to political or church
meetings, and still others to the largest GDR
(German Democratic Republic) checkpoint
in Europe to see how the East Germans
ruled by oppression and fear. The fifth
Sunday in Easter is Cantata Sunday in the
German Church, and so all of our church
visits included beautiful music. Both Rev.
Tim Tutt and I were even fortunate enough
to be asked to preach in a local church that
day.

In addition to Tim and I, Rev. Marie
Bacchiocchi, Rev. James Semmelroth
Darnell, Teddi Garrison, Rev. Chuck Myers,
Steve Robeson, and John and Bonnie
Roschy participated in the exchange as well.
We had a wonderful time, and I think we all
came back about five pounds heavier!
Another exchange program is being planned
for 2018-2019 for another group of CAC and
EKM participants. We would love to have
you join us! Details to come!
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor
Pastor, Grace UCC (Frederick, MD) & Veritas
UCC (Hagerstown, MD)

Under Construction
Dear Colleagues in Ministry,
I’d like to take this opportunity to invite you
to an experiential learning event sponsored
by the Faith Formation team of the United
Church of Christ. Discussions about
intergenerational ministry abound in our
churches today and studies show the
importance of positive intergenerational
relationships on the faith formation of our
children and youth. Yet churches are finding
that building these intergenerational
relationships is easier said than done. This
event, Under Construction: Building Our
Faith Together, helps you to see and
experience how one church does it.
Each fall, Christ Church in Summit, NJ,
assembles an intergenerational portion of
their congregation at the Grove Hall Retreat
and Conference Center in Ocean Grove, NJ,
for fun, food, and formation. They’ve
invited you to tag along and learn how they
do it through observation and experience.
At this Inspiring Model of Ministry, you’ll
participate in the weekend retreat and at
the end have a chance to reflect on what
you experienced, have a chance to ask
questions of Rev. Julie Yarborough, the
retreat’s founder, and ruminate on how you
might bring this innovative practice back to
your own ministry setting. This event is not
primarily designed for clergy. Your church
could send children’s ministry/youth faith
formation staff or volunteers to experience
the retreat and report back on the
experience.

The cost for the weekend is $225/adult
(includes 2 nights lodging and 4 meals) and
$25/child. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their children. A limited number of
scholarships are available to help defray the
costs of the event. For more information
and to register:
http://events.uccpages.org/underconstructi
on2016.html.
If you have other questions please contact
me at beckwithi@ucc.org or at 216-7363875.
Hope to see you at the Jersey Shore this
fall!
Rev. Ivy Beckwith
Faith Formation Minister and Team Leader
United Church of Christ

Baltimore Interfaith Service of Unity and
Healing Marks Anniversary of Uprising

The Rev. Dr. John Deckenback, second from left, at the
interfaith service in Baltimore. (Photo via Catholic Review)

Though their faiths are different, Baltimorearea religious leaders came together to pray
for healing and unity Monday as the city
marked the first anniversary of Freddie
Gray’s death in police custody and the
ensuing violent protests that followed.

United Church of Christ Central Atlantic
Conference Minister the Rev. John
Deckenback was one of ten religious leaders
uniting in "One Baltimore: From Hope to
Wholeness." The interfaith prayer for peace
on April 25 gathered people from Christian,
Muslim, and Jewish faiths to encourage
unity throughout the city on a journey from
hope to wholeness and to pray for true
justice in the criminal justice system.
"We are invited to knit together the fabric
of this community into an ever-richer
tapestry," Deckenback told those gathered
inside the Basilica of the National Shrine,
where the faith community remembered
what transpired in Baltimore after riots
broke out related to Gray's death.
Baltimore police arrested Gray, 25, on April
12, 2015. He fell into a coma while being
transported in a police van and was taken
to a hospital before he died seven days later
because of spinal cord injuries. Six police
officers involved in the incident are charged
with homicide for failing to secure Gray in
the back of the transport vehicle, and they
await separate trials.
"Our prayer is for us, and for those who
dream of a new city, healed from the scars
of the past, a new city hospitable to all that
transforms abandoned ruins into new
neighborhoods," Deckenback said. "Our
prayer is that the God in whom we place
our faith will truly bless and inspire all of
our leaders."
The group organizing the interfaith event
has been in conversation over the past year
to discuss ways to work together to
promote peace and to address underlying
problems in Baltimore. Deckenback told

Sojourners that "[After the protests, we]
had begun to ask what religious and faith
communities could do, by pooling assets
and resources." The group had met with the
leading candidates for the mayor's office to
ask about their campaign platforms on
dealing with issues such as crime, housing,
poverty, and police misconduct.
"The group was initially called together by
Roman Catholic Archbishop William Lori,
and several collaborative initiatives are
underway," Deckenback said. "For example,
the Catholics are providing an underutilized
building for a 'services' center in the
Sandtown neighborhood, near where
Freddie Gray was arrested. Services in this
facility will be provided by a variety of
agencies with coordination through Catholic
Charities."
Anthony Moujaes
United Church of Christ News

Housing Matters
“When people ask me why create art – why
not serve soup or attend to other immediate
needs – I say this: Art is humanizing. People
living in the margins often feel invisible.
How many times do we avoid eye contact
with people asking us for spare change?
Creativity – the act of creating something
out of nothing, of giving shape to our own
ideas – makes us human.”
Phaye Poliakoff-Chen, Director of the
Writing Program, Goucher College
Phaye Poliakoff-Chen teaches a freshman
seminar on community radio at Goucher
College for first semester college students.
The idea behind community radio is to give
a voice to the voiceless. When she was
looking for more community partners, she
reached out to Earl’s Place.
What started as a one-semester radio project
mushroomed into a multimedia art, writing,
music, and gardening year-round set of
projects.

For three years now, we have opened our
doors to groups of eighteen-year-olds,
shared conversations, and learned that we
are all more alike than different. Every
spring we celebrate our partnership with an
art show and reception in the Lenrow
Gallery at Goucher.
This year, the theme was Personal Shrines
and Public Policies: An Artistic Exploration of
Home. The men took the idea and ran with
it.
Here is some of what the men had to say:
“The students took me to a place I have not
been in a long time.” “The art show was
wonderful and the garden is amazing. It is a
delight to go out in the morning and enjoy
the peacefulness.”

Whether you are coming by regularly,
reading our newsletters, or praying for
those who are experiencing poverty and
homelessness, THANK YOU. Together we
are changing lives forever.

Sheila Helgerson, Executive Director

Earl’s Place is a project of United Ministries that
provides supportive services and transitional
housing to men who are experiencing
homelessness. For more information, visit our
website, http://umhousing.org. United
Ministries is a mission of the Chesapeake
Association of the Central Atlantic Conference
of the United Church of Christ.

LOVE TRUMPED HATE as Pastors Christine and
Denis Wiley, along with members of Covenant
Baptist UCC (Washington, DC) and the
community, stood in peaceful support alongside
the faculty, parents, and students of Duke
Ellington and Cardoza High Schools as members
of Westboro Baptist Church (Topeka, KS) held a
protest against the schools. (Photo and caption
courtesy of Rev. John Deckenback)

Is Groupthink Killing Your Church?
The title of this article is a bit onedimensional. There are a number of
contemporary pressures that has shifted
our culture away from organized religion.
There is no doubt that society’s attitude to
religion is changing, and it is happening on
our watch. Unfortunately, the thinking
process we use and, specifically, the stories
we tell ourselves about what the church is
and who we are as Christians - stories that
guide our response to the pressures upon
us - may also be contributing to our demise.
To cut to the chase: Often we
congregational leaders gather around a
board, council, or consistory and tell
ourselves stories about the church - what it
is and how it is supposed to be. Wrapped in
these stories is an amalgamation of
understandings that is not questioned or
examined for its continued validity; instead,
it is lifted up as the self-evident truth of the
matter. Such an admixture of unquestioned
and unexamined understandings is the
product of groupthink.
Groupthink in the church is born out of
enormous pressures to conform to and
adhere to the status quo. Signs of
groupthink include:
•

a recurring narrative that
shuts down dissenting
conversation

•

meetings that function to
perpetuate the church as it is

•

church leadership dominated
by the same people who are
not open to new points of
view

•

the rare appearance of
radically novel ideas about
how to be the church

•

a high concern about not
upsetting others

Let us look at the way both groupthink and
its antithesis, adaptive thinking, played a
role in the geopolitical intrigue of the early
1960s.
In 1961, at the height of the Cold War and
within days of entering office, President
Kennedy was presented by the CIA with a
plan to invade Cuba, an invasion that would
be led by well-trained Cuban expatriates. Of
importance to note is the narrative of the
CIA: “Communism is now in our hemisphere
and the time to act is soon before Castro
can spread his revolution to other
vulnerable Latin American countries.” It was
a narrative used in the US spy agency to
nullify any competing notion of what it
meant to be the leading democracy in the
world.
The end result was the torture and death of
those expatriates, who were quickly
rounded up after the thoroughly
unsuccessful Bay of Pigs invasion. The event
harmed the US reputation in the world,
strengthened Castro’s prestige, and further
strained US-Soviet relations, possibly
triggering the Soviets to place nuclear
missiles in Cuba one year later.
During the subsequent Cuban Missile Crisis,
however, the Office of the President had
adapted its thinking protocols. It now
sought out novel ideas, took steps to ensure
no one position dominated the discussion,
and very importantly allowed for new
narratives to rise that guided Kennedy to

adapt US behavior to engage successfully
the Soviets. Many of you know the history a naval blockade (as opposed to a series of
air strikes) turned the Soviet ships around
and occasioned the removal of Premier
Khrushchev as leader of the Soviet Union.
While our congregations’ ability to adapt to
contemporary pressures does not include
geopolitical intrigue (hopefully!), the
lessons of groupthink versus adaptive
thinking are important for us as we seek
better to engage a wounded society with
the healing touch of Jesus our Christ.
Rev. David K. Popham
Associate Conference Minister
Central Atlantic Conference

Overwhelmed By Grace
Yes, I know, I put another post up really
fast. That’s what happens when you write a
series and then life happens in between and
you can’t really help but tell the whole
world around it. Part 6 is out later this
week.
Today is one of those days where the
weight of just how amazing my life is has
overwhelmed me. I just cannot believe how
much better my life has gotten and just
how strong I am in my faith at this point in
my life…
Family is something that has always been
an odd topic for me. And, since mom and
grandma died, it’s gotten even stranger. I
have family still, of course, but I’ve been

down here for so long that I’ve had to forge
my own family.
And I almost gave all of this up. I thought
that I had to give up my family, the people I
love the most, in order to stay where I was
– and I really wasn’t willing to let that
happen. Is that selfish? Perhaps, but at the
same time, I have family that I have chosen
and built…
And that family has chosen me as well.
That’s overwhelming.
I spent last evening/today with Gina and
Erin, who have definitely become my
“Moms,” which is something I need. And
then I went to church – and goodness me,
every time I step into that church I am
reminded just how blessed I am. Debbie
hugged me tight when I told her I found an
apartment. During Communion, Steve pat
my back. So many signs that these people
love me, and it means so freaking much…
I’ve barely been here 2 years. And it feels
like I’ve been here forever.
We went through the beautiful Palm
Sunday service – and can I tell you liturgy is
something that I have learned to love and
appreciate so much more than I used to?
This thing that I used to think of as “bad” or
“not spiritual” has brought me a deeper
connection to the Jesus that I love so much.
There were several times in service today
that I was sitting, running our tech, and I
was trying not to let my tears hit the
keyboard. I was just so overwhelmed by the
grace of God – the grace of a God who loves

all of us so much, no matter what sort of
background they have.
I have learned to love God more and
become closer to God since coming out of
the closet. While some people say that this
should chase me away, that’s so far from
the truth that it isn’t even funny. I am
overwhelmed by the grace of the God who
gave me life and helped to save me from
myself.
That veil I had up, trying to hide from God
and myself, was killing me. It hurt my soul
and it didn’t let the people around me love
me fully. It was destroying me from the
inside out. But when you take the veil away,
and you live out the truest form of yourself,
then you start to really see what God has
meant for you.

It’s a short entry, and it seems like it’s out
of nowhere, but seriously, with the
beginning of this Holy Week, I am just so
excited and overwhelmed by everything
that God has done for me. God answers
prayers in such strange ways. And you know
what? I’m glad that He did it in a way that I
never expected.
Be Blessed,
Marti
The author is Marti Wormuth, who describes
herself as “Freelancer, Faithful Follower, Furry,
Friend. I may be growing older, but I'm still
learning who I am.” This blog entry, reproduced
here with her permission, can be found on her
website, Marti’s Miscellany: Days in the Life of a
Christian Furry Gamer, at http://martismiscellany.com/. Ms. Wormuth is a member of
Veritas UCC in Hagerstown, MD.

On April 27, more than 300 people gathered at Washington National Cathedral to recognize the
contributions of 43 people for their service to seniors. The 2016 Senior Celebration Honorees, as they
are called, were nominated by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, the United Church of Christ
Potomac Association, and Seabury Resources for Aging programs. Among the CAC’s honorees were:
Patricia Frye (Westmoreland UCC), Helen Hanes (Seneca Valley UCC – pictured far left), Nathaniel Moore
(Peoples Congregational UCC – pictured middle), Glenda Neal (Christ Congregational UCC), Nathan
Queen (Faith UCC – pictured far right), and Rosa Wilson (Lincoln Congregational UCC). The Conference’s
Minister, the Rev. Dr. John Deckenback, is pictured second from left.

Zion Reformed UCC in Hagerstown, MD celebrates its 250th anniversary!
(Photos courtesy of Rev. John Deckenback)

Transitions


Rev. Gayle Bach-Watson, installed as Pastor of Christ Reformed UCC (Shepherdstown, WV)



Rev. Jennifer Glover, installed as Pastor of Pilgrim UCC (Wheaton, MD)



Rev. Holly Jackson, ordained as Pastor of UCC Seneca Valley (Germantown, MD)



Rev. Kristen McBrayer, installed as Senior Pastor of Emmaus UCC (Vienna, VA)



Rev. Dennis Russell, installed as Pastor of St. John’s Reformed UCC (Staunton, VA)



Rev. Mark Suriano, installed as Pastor of First Congregational UCC (Park Ridge, NJ)

 New Hope Baptist UCC (Washington, DC), received into the Potomac Association as a
Congregation in Full Standing [Rev. Kenneth King, Pastor]

Passages

✚ Rev. Doug Albert, former Pastor of Immanuel United Church of Christ (Cambridge, MD)
✚ Mr. Robert Finney, husband of Mrs. Marian Finney, current member of the CAC Board of
Directors
✚ Rev. Bob Fitch, photojournalist of the Civil Rights era whose ministerial standing was in the
Central Atlantic Conference
✚ Mr. Travis Emery, son of Dr. Anne Emery and the late Mr. Val Emery, Sr., co-founders of
Heritage UCC (Baltimore, MD) and long-time UCC-activists. Dr. Emery is also a former member
of the CAC Board of Directors.
✚ Mr. Gary Frye, brother of Mr. Robert Frye, current member of the CAC Board of Directors
✚ Mrs. Alice Hallman, mother of Rev. Carol Hallman, former Pastor of Christ Reformed UCC
(Cavetown, MD)
✚ Rev. Mary Hutchens, former Pastor of Grace UCC (Baltimore, MD) and wife of the late Rev.
Ed Wenck
✚ Mr. John Lease, son of Bonnie and Fred Lease. Fred Lease is the former Treasurer and
Associate Treasurer of the CAC Board of Directors.
✚ Rev. Dick Winters, UCC minister and former member of Christ Reformed UCC (Cavetown,
MD)

The Central Atlantic Conference of the United Church of Christ has heeded the call of the UCC’s
Justice & Witness Ministries and has joined in a boycott against Wendy’s until that hamburger
chain commits to protecting the human rights of farmworkers by joining the Fair Food Program.
See below for the announcement from Justice & Witness Ministries, and please conscientiously
consider refraining from patronizing Wendy's restaurants until the boycott is lifted. For more
information on the boycott, see http://www.ucc.org/boycott_wendys.
For many years, UCC members and congregations have supported justice for farm workers,who
are some of the most exploited and abused workers in the U.S.
On May 12, 2016, the United Church of Christ board of directors approved the boycott of
Wendy’s – the giant fast-food chain – in solidarity with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, a
group of farm workers based in Immokalee, FL. For many years these farm workers, who
primarily pick tomatoes, have struggled to improve their wages and working conditions. They
ask tomato buyers – firms like Wendy’s – to participate in the Fair Food Program. This is a
partnership among growers, farm workers, and tomato buyers to improve the lives of farm
workers. There is a zero-tolerance policy for slavery and sexual harassment, workers receive a
pay raise (an additional penny per pound of tomatoes picked), and a grievance procedure to
address properly concerns in the fields.
For ten years the CIW has been asking Wendy’s to join the Fair Food Program. But for ten
years, Wendy’s has refused while all its major competitors – McDonalds, Burger King, Subway,
and Taco Bell – have joined. So in March, 2016, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers called a
consumer boycott of Wendy’s to continue until Wendy’s joins the Fair Food Program. The
United Church of Christ Board of Directors endorsed the boycott on May 12, 2016. The Florida
and Central Atlantic Conferences of the United Church of Christ have also endorsed the
boycott.
Justice and Witness Ministries encourages all UCC members to honor the boycott and refrain
from buying food from Wendy’s.

