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One of the goals of congregational life is to provide regular
opportunities for members and friends to be together in a relaxed,
safe environment. To develop and implement a plan to shepherd
newcomers into the life of the church so that they have the
opportunity to feel connected. See that connections are regularly
made with members and friends of Grace who are physically unable
to participate in the life of the church. We would like to see more
fellowship times together, but the congregational life committee is
made up of 5 individuals. We cannot do it all. We would like to see
the congregation come up with ideas and outings but we then need an
individual to lead the event with help and support from the Congregational Life Comm. Please bring ideas to us and let us know when you
would like to lead the event.
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The members on the committee are Gwen & Mark Edwards,
Rob Apgar, Elizabeth Damazo, and Khadija Abdul-Hamid.

Finance & Property Board Re11
port

Please email ideas to ggedwards922@gmail.com.

November Events

We are looking forward to a great 2020!
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From Pastor Rob’s Desk

Dear Friends,
November is a special month. The unofficial start of the Holiday
Season and the time when so many people are surrounded with
sights sounds and people they love. November is also the month
when we give thanks. We count our blessings, as the old hymn
says. I think this is important for us, especially in today’s world.
Our world is filled with so much negativity right now. The news is filled with stories that give us anxiety
about our nation and our world. There are many in our church family who are at present struggling with
serious issues. And in the midst of this, we are called to give thanks. No, let me be more precise: We
NEED to give thanks.
Giving thanks focuses us on the things that bring us joy. Sometimes life can be overwhelming, and
we need a reminder of the good things we have. Being thankful is such a way. I have heard therapists
actually recommend people keep a journal of their blessings each day. They end each day by writing
down 3 things that happened that day that were a blessing to them. It might be a call from a friend, or
a good happening at work, or that the dog made it all day without making a mess in the house! (We’ve
all been there…) Whatever it is, being thankful can change our focus and redirect our thoughts in a more
positive way.
Giving thanks also reminds us of the many ways in which God has been faithful in the past. Israel is
told to remember the faithfulness of the Lord, so that they can find strength for the present. The key
to finding God in the present is in remembering God in the past. God has always been faithful to me,
so I know that God will continue to be faithful. This is exactly why we rehearse the mighty acts of God
in our worship each week: To remember God’s constant and abiding love.

May this month be a month filled with opportunities to recall life’s blessings and be thankful!
Blessings!
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Outreach Commission Upcoming Events
Mission Project with Saint Lamberti
Pack a Shoebox for a Local Child in Need
Now through December 1
This year we have received an invitation from our Sister Church St Lamberti's in Weferlingen, Germany, to
join them in their annual Christmas mission project.

How do you help? You can pack a shoebox! (or 2 or 5 or 10!)
Take a shoebox, and fill it with gifts for a boy or girl. Hygiene items, flip flops, stuffed
animals, balls, sticker books, playing cards, etc... The shoe boxes will be distributed to
children in need locally here in Frederick. Drop your finished shoebox in the Good
Shepherd Room. Mark if it is for a boy or a girl or either. Please drop your shoebox by
December 1. Watch for upcoming details!

Thanks for Packing a Shoebox!
If you know a child(ren) in need locally, please contact Pastor Rob.

Visit Frederick will be holding its 33rd Annual Candlelight Tour of Historic Houses of Worship on December
26, 2019 from 4pm to 9pm. As with prior years, Grace Church will be a stop along the tour path. Those
interested in volunteering should contact Trevor Addie-Carter. Be sure to stop in for these highlights at
Grace:

•
•
•
•

Terry Sparks Studio Candlelight Recital (4pm - 5pm)
One God ~ One Voice Community Choir (5pm - 6pm)
Caroling from the Grace UCC Choir for 30 minutes, starting at 6:15pm and 7:15pm (6–8pm)
Hymn Sing led by members of Grace UCC Choir (8pm–9pm)
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Congregational Life Fall Events: SAVE THE DATES

Grace invites everyone to stay for Thanksgiving Dinner after Worship!

We will show a Christmas movie and wrap gifts.
Donations welcome!

Sanctuary Audio/Video Project Update
You’ve likely seen the changes in the sanctuary as our AV project is coming to life.
You’ll notice a new projector, a flat panel TV, and a few video cameras, as well
as an AV console at the rear of the church. This system will allow us to project announcements and other
items on the wall during service as we have in the past, but also allow us to
record and stream our worship services, baptisms, etc to the internet such as Facebook and YouTube.
This will be a wonderful outreach opportunity to grow our church, and to help those who cannot attend
our services to remain close to the Grace Family.
For now we are only recording select Choir performances and Sermons, and have a library available on
YouTube. Please visit http://youtube.com and search for “GraceLiveFrederick" to view them. Feel free to
share them with those who cannot attend services, or to friends and family. It is just a small taste of
things to come.
We are forming an AV committee. Individuals to help operate the AV equipment are needed, as well as
others with graphic design experience. We also need individuals to help brainstorm on ideas, and also to
discuss items such as privacy, and AV policy. If you are interested or have any questions, please see Mark
Edwards or email mse103@mac.com
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Mission, Outreach, and Volunteer Opportunities
The Religious Coalition’s
Emergency Family Shelter at Grace UCC
After being on hiatus due to basement kitchen reconstruction, the Emergency
Family Shelter is scheduled to return to Grace Church this November!
Volunteers are welcome and highly encouraged. Commitments are as short as a 1 hour set-up or take-down
shift or 2 hour shifts in the evening. If interested in volunteering please contact Carol Garrison or Trevor Addie
at trevor.grucc@gmail.com to sign-up or fill out a volunteer application.

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS NEEDED,
for example: peanut butter ~ pasta ~ rice

spaghetti ~ tomato sauce ~ Cereal
canned fish ~ canned meats
FCAA - Food Bank “Grace Groceries” Collection
On the third Sunday of every month, we dedicate the “Grace Groceries”
that have been collected in our little red wagon (in the narthex), and
then deliver them to the Frederick Foodbank.
~Thank you for your continued generosity!

Grace UCC collected 84
items of food for the
Food Bank in
August and September.

Join Grace on Sunday, December 15 at 4:45 PM
At Frederick Community Action Agency’s (FCAA) Soup Kitchen
Come Help Serve!
Volunteers from Grace serve at the Soup Kitchen on the 3rd Sunday of even months. It's a rewarding
mission experience and we always have fun. Won't you join us? Meet at 4:45 PM at the FCAA Soup
Kitchen—14 East All Saints Street, Frederick, MD 21701. Contact Jerry Princler at jerryprin@comcast.net
or Trevor Addie at trevor.grucc@gmail.com for details or with questions.

Thank you to all who volunteer your time and
financial gifts to help make Grace Church's
outreach ministry as strong as it is!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Thanks, Trevor, Trevor Addie-Carter, Chairperson, Outreach Ministry Commission
trevor.grucc@gmail.com
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

3

4

5

6:30 PM/TFC Young Adults

6:30 PM ManKind Project

11
VETERAN’S DAY

12

7 PM Finance &
Property Meeting

6:30 PM ManKind Project

18

19

6:30 PM/TFC Young Adults

6:30 PM ManKind Project

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
All Saint’s Sunday
21st Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 AM Christian Educ.
11 AM Worship & Communion

10
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 AM Christian Educ.
11 AM Worship

17
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 AM Christian Educ.
11 AM Worship (S)
Following Worship:

7 PM Council Meeting

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
24
Reign of Christ
9:45 AM Christian Educ.
11 AM Worship (S)
Following worship:

THANKSGIVING
DINNER AT GRACE

25

26
6:30 PM ManKind Project
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

October 30

October 31
ReformationReconciliation Day

1
All Saint’s Day

2

6

7

8

9

6:30 PM TFC Youth Group

1PM—Edwards Baby
Shower

6:00 PM TFC Youth Cmte
7:00 PM TFC Board Mtg

7:00 PM Disciple Bible
Study
13

14

6:30 PM TFC Youth Group

6 PM FCHD support group

20

15

16

22

23

29

30

7:00 PM Disciple Bible
Study
21

6:30 PM TFC Youth Group 7:00 PM Disciple Bible

Study

27
6:30 PM TFC Youth Group

28
THANKSGIVING DAY
Church Office Closed
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Grace Youth Forward
"Wanted: Ideas for Youth Events and Gatherings
Past successes have been the Frederick Fair Youth Day and
snow-tubing. Pastor Jessica wants to know what else you
would like to do?
Speak to or e-mail Pastor Jessica with ideas at jessica.townsley@ctschicago.edu
All youth grades 6-12 are welcome! Bring a friend!
We’re looking forward to more fun and fellowship with our Youth!
Please direct questions to Pastor Jessica at jessica.townsley@ctschicago.edu.
~ Peace, Pastor Jessica

November Anniversaries
November
Tammy and Dale Eyler

November 02

Jess And Garrett Kehler

November 07, 2015

Debbie & Michael Shores

November 12, 1983

Dave & Traci Keyes

November 30, 2001

Monthly Birthday
Celebration
On the last Sunday of every month,
the Congregational Life Commission
hosts a birthday party for everyone
who celebrated a birthday during that
month. (Please be sure that your
birthday is on file with
the church office so that we
can celebrate you!)

Birthdays

Rick Buske

November 03

Robert Davis

November 11

Karen Miller

November 14

John Brehmer

November 20

Madelyn Ford

November 23

Alyscia Meggitt

November 23

Sarah Drenning

November 25

Traci Keyes

November 28
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Caring and Sharing — Grace Folks in Need
Following is a list of members and friends of our Grace Church family who
are currently ill, home-bound, recovering from an injury or surgery, or
hospitalized. If you know of other folks who should be added to this list,
please contact Pastor Rob at 240-217-2768 or call the church office.
Millie Davis

801 Pine Ave., Frederick, MD 21701

Joe Free

Citizens Nursing & Rehab Center

Miriam Himes

Edenton, Orchard Terrace, 5905 Edenton Court, Room #705, Frederick, MD 21702

Charlotte Hoover

7404 Willow Road, Nursing at Meadows, Frederick, MD 21702

Pam Kehne

1632 Wall Dr., Pasadena, MD 21122

Betty Linton

Sunrise Senior Living

990 Waterford Dr., Unit 206, Frederick, MD 21702

A Pastoral Care note:
Due to the current HIPAA (Privacy) laws, hospitals are not permitted to contact churches on behalf
of patients. If you know of a church member who is hospitalized, please inform the church office.
In the case of an emergency hospitalization (whether yourself or a family member),
please contact Pastor Rob at 240-217-2768 or call the church office.

Planning an Event at the Church?
Always Contact the Church Office to Schedule!
Are you planning an event at the Church? If so, PLEASE remember to call
the church office and make sure to get on the calendar ASAP. This means
BEFORE you make plans, invite people, advertise, etc... The church building
is getting increasingly busy throughout the week and we’d like to avoid embarrassing double-bookings. Thanks so much!!

To Everyone Using the Church Facility ...
Please be good stewards of our church building. If you are the last one leaving the building; please
make sure all lights are turned off in all rooms, hallways, entry ways and that doors are firmly closed
and locked. If you see something that may need to be addressed by the Church Finance and Property
Commission please contact the church office.
~ Thank you in advance for helping to take care of our church facility!
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For All the Saints
ALL SAINTS DAY Nov 1st
Each month we lift up people of faith whose witness
reminds us what it means to live and love more
like Christ. These people are usually called saints.
The word “saint” comes from the Latin word sanctus, which means holy. You may have experience in a Pentecostal
church where they speak of being sanctified, that is, made holy.
In classical theology we speak of sanctifying grace, that grace of
God which moves us on toward perfection. It is the Holy Spirit’s
work in us that urges us on toward godliness.
On November 1st, each year, we remember our own personal saints.
These are the people God has given us who remind us of what it
means to live like Christ. Saints who may be famous to many like
Martin Luther King Jr or Mother Teresa. But, there are also other
saints, maybe known only to a few, who have impacted others
around them.
In a sermon recently I told you about my grandmother, by whose
side I stood each month in the church kitchen as together we
prepared the sacrament for worship. Each week she would give
a quarter to put in the collection plate to teach me that it was
important to give back to God so that others might have what
they need too. My grandmother was never famous by anyone’s
standards, but to me, she was a saint. And so, on All Saints Day,
I celebrate her.
Who are your saints?
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Finance and Property Commission News
The work continues on our basement and kitchen.
The contractor that was selected hasn’t been that responsive during the
project and this is the biggest part of the delay. However, there is a glimpse
of a silver lining… over the summer we continued to flood, and had the contractor completed
the project, we would have had new cabinets damaged by more water.
To date the following work has been completed: repair of water damaged walls in kitchen and
youth room, drywall work, painting, removal of asbestos flooring, removal of all kitchen cabinets, and additional water remediation work along the entire west wall from the youth room
to the back door (underfloor trench with sump pumps).
The work remaining is to install the new flooring in the kitchen, install of new cabinets and
new countertops, and reconnecting all the appliances/sinks.
We are hopeful to have this complete in the next few weeks to get our kitchen and basement
back to full operation for the upcoming holidays. If you have any questions please see Mark
Edwards or any other member of the property and finance committee.
~Mark Edwards, Chair

From the Church Office
The Grace Vine Print Newsletter / NEXT ISSUE: December 2019
ARTICLE DEADLINE: November 15th

GO GREEN! GO PAPERLESS! Would you like to get your monthly newsletter
by email instead of print? Contact the church office at admin@grucc.com.

WEEKLY Grace Vine E-News
The Church Office sends out the Grace Vine E-News to members and friends every Friday, sharing upcoming news and events. Please email the church office at admin@grucc.com to add your email address to this distribution list!

The Grace Vine - November 2019

page 12 of 12

x

25 East Second Street
Frederick, MD 21701
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLACE LABEL HERE

x

x

Grace United Church of Christ

Grace United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation

25 East 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland, 21701
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