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From Pastor Rob’s Desk
Dear Friends,
November is such a great month. The air is crisp and smells like
leaves. There is something fun and exciting every few weeks
this time of year. And it’s a month of reflection.: Thanksgiving.
What are things we are thankful for? What things give us
meaning and purpose? This is the time of year we ponder
these questions and reflect on the blessings of life. For me it’s
of course my family, and my friends but it’s also my church family as well. Not many people can say they are thankful for their
job. Many are thankful they HAVE a job, but FOR their job? Yeah, I am blessed.
A church family is important to me. It always has been. I grew up with amazing people in my
Church family. They supported me emotionally. When I was a young boy with a divorced mom, it
was the guys in my church who made sure I had a guy for the Cub Scout father son banquet!
There was a man named Roger who invited us to dinner and then took me into his garage and
helped me build my pinewood derby car. I never would have been able to do that alone!
My Church family watched me grow up and welcomed me back as a young pastor and was so
proud of me when I would preach there. Many years ago that church closed and I lost touch with
those people. Many are gone now I suspect. I miss them but I’m so thankful for the mark they
made in my life.
What are things you are thankful for? What role has the Church played in your life, either accepting you as a child or welcoming you as an adult? This month as we remember our blessings,
let’s ponder how our faith community has brought blessings to us and how we are called to bring
blessings to it in return.
Your gifts, Your presence and your time gives so much to others in need and it supports the faith
community in ways that really do bring hope to our community. I am so thankful for Grace
Church and the wonderful church family God has given me to step in and fill the place my home
church used to! This place…these people…they are a blessing to me. And I hope to be a blessing
to them in return.
May you be blessed this month as you reflect on your life and may your thanksgiving lead you to
be a blessing to others!
Have a wonderful month!

Rob

The Grace Vine - November 2018

page 3 of 12

Grace UCC Annual Congregational Meeting
Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, November 11, 2018
The Church Council of Grace United Church of Christ has called the
Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday, November 11, 2018,
following worship. The Treasurer with the Finance and Property
Commission will present the 2019 Proposed Budget for congregational review. The 2017-2018
Annual Report will also be presented.
According to church by-laws; copies of the Annual Report is available (beginning October 28)
in the narthex for pick-up, two weeks in advance of Annual Meeting. An electronic version is
available on the Grace UCC website and in Friday’s Grace e-news.

New Church Council members will be elected to serve in the upcoming year.
The following members have been nominated for Council positions:
President

Missy Moxley

Vice President

Jerry Princler

Treasurer

Lloyd Taylor

Secretary

Vonnie Crum

At-Large Member:

Carrie Minnick (2019)

Congregational Life

Gwen Edwards (2020)

Outreach

Trevor Addie (2020)

Worship & Education

John Brehmer (2020)

Please plan to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 11.
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Advent Study: The Nutcracker
begins Thursday, November 29
(Four Thursdays 11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20 -- 10:30 am & 6:30 pm)
The Nutcracker was first performed in 1892, and quickly
became a holiday tradition, one that continues for many
families to this day. In The Gift of The Nutcracker, Matt Rawle
takes a look at this Christmas classic in a new way—through the
lens of faith. In this four-week Advent study, Rawle uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest gift of the Christ child
and of the kingdom Christ came to build.

Join us!
Thursdays @ 10:30 AM at Homewood (activities room )
Thursdays @ 6:30 PM at Grace Church (pizza and drinks provided)

Stewardship and Giving at Grace

Stewardship Sunday -- November 4
REMINDER: BRING YOUR PLEDGE CARD
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Caring and Sharing
Called To Care - Grace Folks in Need of a Visit
Following is a list of members and friends of our Grace Church family who are
currently ill, home-bound, recovering from an injury or surgery, or hospitalized.
If you know of other folks who should be added to this list, please contact
Pastor Rob at 240-217-2768 or call the church office.
Millie Davis

801 Pine Ave.,Frederick, MD 21701

Joe Free

1117 Rocky Springs Rd., Frederick, MD 21702

Jean Gaver

7407 Willow Rd., AL 250, Frederick, MD 21702

Paul and Miriam Himes 9810 Masser Rd., Frederick, MD 21702
Karlene Kaufmann

2100 Whittier Dr., Apt. 405, Frederick, MD 21702

Pam Kehne

1632 Wall Dr., Pasadena, MD 21122

Betty Linton

990 Waterford Dr., Unit 206, Frederick, MD 21702

A Pastoral Care note: Due to the current HIPAA (Privacy) laws, hospitals are not
permitted to contact churches on behalf of patients. If you know of a church member who is
hospitalized, please inform the church office. In the case of an emergency hospitalization (whether
yourself or a family member), please contact Pastor Rob at 240-217-2768 or call the church office.
November Birthdays
Rick
Robert
Karen
John
Alyscia
Madelyn
Sarah
Traci

Buske
Davis
Miller
Brehmer
Meggitt
Ford
Drenning
Keyes

November Anniversaries
3-Nov
11-Nov
14-Nov
20-Nov
23-Nov
23-Nov
25-Nov
28-Nov

Tammy and Dale Eyler

Nov

Jess And Garrett Kehler

7-Nov

Debbie & Michael Shores

12-Nov

Mr & Mrs. Roger Minnick

15-Nov

Dave & Traci Keyes

30-Nov

Monthly Birthday Celebration
On the last Sunday of every month, the Congregational Life Commission hosts a birthday party for
everyone who celebrated a birthday during that month. (Please be sure that your birthday is on
file with the church office so that we can celebrate you!)
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Stewardship Sunday

New Members

Following Worship:

Annual Congregational Meeting

Thanksgiving Dinner
Following worship
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Frederick Co. Health Dept.
HIV support group

Christkindlmarkt
12:00 p.m. DR = Dining Room8:00 p.m.
GSR = Good Shepherd Room
S = Sanctuary
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Mission, Outreach, and Volunteer Opportunities:
Frederick Community Action Agency’s - Soup Kitchen & Food Bank:
Soup Kitchen: Volunteers from Grace Church serve at the Soup Kitchen on
the 3rd Sunday of even months. It's a rewarding mission experience and we always have fun. Our next service date is December 16. Won't you join us?
Or, you can go on your own...The Soup Kitchen is always in need of volunteers
to staff the soup kitchen and serve food to homeless individuals and needy
families. Volunteers are needed M-F, 5-7pm to serve prepared meals and then
clean up. It is an enjoyable and rewarding volunteer activity that does not require any
special skills. For more information, please contact Sarah McAleavy at 301-600-6263.
Frederick Food Bank: On the third Sunday of every month, we
dedicate the “Grace Groceries” that have been collected in our little
red wagon (in the narthex), and then deliver them to the Frederick
Foodbank. Thank you for your continued generosity!
More than 40 “Grace Groceries” were collected in October.

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS NEEDED, for example:

peanut butter ~ pasta ~ rice ~ spaghetti ~ tomato sauce ~
Cereal ~ canned fish ~ canned meats
The Religious Coalition’s Emergency Family Shelter
is hosted by Grace Church four times a year. Our next host week is
November 10th - November 17th. New volunteers to the program
For Emergency Human Needs
are always welcome! Volunteers must be over the age of 18, and a
background check is required. Please contact the church office or speak to Sarah Travis for an application. In addition to the vetted and trained volunteers who work directly with the families, we
also need people to help set up and clean up for their visit - no experience or training necessary!
The Good Samaritan Fund is designated for emergency relief to members and friends of Grace Church. Only the pastor and person in need know who
receives assistance. Donations to the fund are welcome at any time, in any
amount. If you can help, please place a check in the offering plate made out to
Grace Church with "Good Samaritan Fund" on the memo line. Thank you!

The Grace Vine - November 2018

page 9 of 12

Christkindlmarkt - Saturday, December 1

Christkindlmarkt
(a traditional German Christmas Market)

Saturday, December 1, 2018
12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
(coincides with downtown Frederick’s First Saturday festivities)

Café hours: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Spaces are still available for vendors, and crafters.
Contact Teddi Garrison at tgarrison00725@gmail.com

Finance & Property Commission
September Treasurer’s Report
Income:
Expenses:
Difference:

September 2018
$ 18,009.62
$ 18,206.44
($ 196.82)

2018 Year-to-Date
$ 138,827.63
$ 189,925.80
($ 51,089.17)

Offering Envelopes and Electronic Giving
Boxes of offering envelopes are available in the Narthex for anyone who would like to use envelopes
for regular giving. Simply pick up a box and write your name on the sign-up sheet next to the number that you’ve chosen.
If you prefer to give electronically, we offer 2 options:
(a) the UCC e-Giving program allows you to have a regular, recurring donation drafted out of
your bank account, or charged to your credit card. (Contact the church office to get started.)
(b) make donations through our website using PayPal! Simply click the button at the bottom of
the home page - www.grucc.com.
If you decide to participate in our electronic giving programs, you can pick up some “I give electronically” cards to place in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.
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For All the Saints
Mechthild of Magdeburg Nov 19th
Mechthild of Magdeburg was born ca. 1207 and died ca.
1282 at the convent of Helfta near Eisleben, SaxonyAnhalt. She lived and worked for about 40 years as a
Beguine ( a lay religious order) in Magdeburg. Born in a
castle near a city, she joined the Medieval Poverty Movement at the age of 20 and consequently chose the
“descent” from the castle, where she grew up, to live in
the city. Up to today she is famous for her book “The Flowing Light of the Godhead” that she wrote
in Middle Low German, the vernacular and the language of the poor. Her writings unite bridal mysticism of the song of the songs in the Old Testament with poetry of the courtly love lyric
(Minnesang) creating a new poetry, which reveals comprehensibly her immediate experience of
God. Mechthild’s “The Flowing Light of the Godhead” is classified as the most important book of
German mysticism before Meister Eckhart.
What seems today as a literary jewel, was a “stone of offence” back then, because a FEMALE
Beguine composed writings with a theological content in vernacular German and not in Latin and
she referred to a divine authorization for her mission. Her criticism of church dignitaries, religious
laxity and claims to theological insight aroused so much opposition that some called for the burning
of her writings. With advancing age, she was not only alone, and the object of much criticism, but
she also became blind.
Weakened by hostility and disease, Mechthild secluded to the convent of Helfta around 1270,
where she wrote and later on dictated her last book and where she died at a very old age. Encouraged and inspired by her independent way of speaking about God, two young and highly educated
nuns, Mechthild of Hackeborn and the famous Gertrud of Helfta, also known as Gertrud the Great,
wrote down their own visions – only in Latin. For over 10 years the convent of Helfa had been the
common home for three highly gifted writers and mystics who established the reputation of the
convent as one of the most important centers of female mysticism in the Middle Ages. Marked by
languishment, Mechthild died at an old age around 1282.
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Congregational Life
Greeters and Fellowship Hosts!
Please consider serving as a GREETER to welcome people
to worship or as a FELLOWSHIP HOST to welcome people
after worship. Sign-up sheet is on the
refrigerator in the Good Shepherd Room.
Questions? Please speak to Rob Apgar (“Cop Rob”).

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast
November 10 at 9AM
Bob Evans on Route 40.

From the Church Office
The Grace Vine Print Newsletter
NEXT ISSUE: December 2018
ARTICLE DEADLINE: Friday, November 16
GO GREEN! GO PAPERLESS!
Would you like to get your monthly newsletter by email instead of
print? Contact the church office at admin@grucc.com.

Church Directory Data - Update your contact info!
New address? New phone#? New email? New family member?....Keep the Church Office up to
date with your contact information! Contact the church office at admin@grucc.com to edit, update, or add your contact information so we can reach you with important Grace News!

Planning an Event at the Church?
Contact the Church Office to Schedule!
Are you planning an event at the Church? If so, PLEASE remember to call the church office and make
sure to get on the calendar ASAP. This means BEFORE you make plans, invite people, advertise, etc...
The church building is getting increasingly busy throughout the week and we’d like to avoid embarrassing double-bookings. Thanks so much!!

WEEKLY Grace Vine E-News
The Church Office sends out the Grace Vine E-News to members and friends every
Friday, sharing upcoming news and events. Please email the church office at admin@grucc.com to add your email address to this distribution list!
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25 East Second Street
Frederick, MD 21701

x

x

Grace United Church of Christ

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

x

PLACE LABEL HERE

Happy Thanksgiving!
Join us for
Grace’s Annual

Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 18, 2018
following worship.
Church Office Hours: M-F/9AM-3PM
11AM Sunday Worship Service
Holy Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
9:45 AM Sunday School

Grace United Church of Christ
25 East 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701
admin@grucc.com ~ www.grucc.com
301-662-3312

