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From Pastor Rob’s Desk
Dear friends,
What a month it has been! Holidays with visits by Zoom,
smaller holiday dinners than ever before, its just a very different season. And yet there is much for which to be thankful. Hope looms large on the horizon. As I write this, the
first vaccines are being distributed in Europe and we are soon
to see the same here. We are a long way from “normal”, but
it feels as if the next chapter has begun. That’s a milestone I’ll take!
As you already know, COVID has hit my family particularly hard. It spread like wildfire, infecting almost a dozen of us, but we have been so fortunate that we are all fairing very well. 2 of our children
had pneumonia, but both are so much better. I am in fact working from home today waiting to bring
my son home from the hospital (praise be to God!). But make no mistake, this is a serious virus and it
hits hard. While we continue to lament not being together, please know that our church council is doing
everything we can to keep people safe. While I have taken this time seriously before, my own experience
with COVID has shown me that if it hits healthy people this hard, it must not be taken lightly with
regard to those even more at risk!
So, while I feel like a broken record; I must continue to assure you that we are doing all we can to keep
Grace Church a safe place for us all. And I thank all of you for your patience, your understanding, and
your continued support for all we are doing at this time. Hold fast friends! We will make it through.
The final chapter on this difficult time is rounding the bend, but its still going to be a journey.
Like the prophets of Israel, I continue to pound the same message to you over and over: God is faithful. God has been faithful to us all these years and that same faithfulness is our hope in this time! I
say it over and over because we need it and I believe it. And I need to hear it myself! Hold fast, keep
hope, and give thanks for the many ways God is at work in our church home whether we are there
physically or only in spirit.
And it is with the GREATEST of joy that I say good riddance to a terrible year and wish you all of
God’s richest blessings as we enter 2021. I am so ready to close this chapter and I know you are
right there with me.
God bless us all as we enter this new year!
Happy 2021!!

Pastor Rob +
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Mission and Outreach: Frederick Gives Back
Frederick Gives Back started as an outreach to front line
healthcare workers in Frederick county as a way to support and
show love to all those people who have been giving so much to
help those in need. What an amazing program it has been! We
served over 1000 meals to workers in local healthcare facilities
and it was greatly appreciated! We worked with local restaurants so it gave much-needed work to help keep Frederick businesses going as well. A huge thanks to Trevor Addie-Carter and the many people who helped with this program. There was a little money left over, but not
enough to sponsor another meal in its entirety, so the funds were used to purchase gift cards from the 7th street
deli and donated to local health care facilities so that they can use them to do something for their employees as
they see fit. We raised $10,000 for this project and this ensures that every dollar that was given has been used
to help those amazing men and women who are doing so much to help in this difficult time!
Many thanks to everyone who supported this important outreach!

Frederick Gives Back: The next Chapter!
At our congregational meeting in November, it was unanimously decided to pursue incorporating Frederick
Gives Back as its own 501(c)3 which would be a legally separate, yet related non-profit related to the Ministries
of Grace UCC, but focused solely on mission and outreach to the Frederick Area.
What does this mean: It means that by forming a separate non-profit corporation, we can apply for funding
from state, national and independent foundation sources that a religious group (a church) could not. Those
funds would be used by and designated by a separate Board of Directors who oversee the Frederick Gives Back
program as they see fit and would report to the Grace Church Council through the mission and Outreach committee. The direction of Frederick Gives Back could be in any number of ways: Children living in poverty, the
homeless, women in need, children of incarcerated parents, or any other number of local needs. And like our
initial health care workers focus, the needs can change over time to respond to local needs.
How can you help: Right now, just keep it in your prayers. We are NOT moving forward yet. We are simply in
the exploring phase; talking to other churches who have done this same thing to see what their experience has
been, and then deciding (after we get the facts) if this is where we need to go. Then we will need people who
are feeling called to serve on the Board of Directors for Frederick Gives Back and to help give it direction! Keep
your ears and eyes open as we move forward with exploration.

Mission and Outreach: Food Bank Collection
FCAA Food Bank “Grace Groceries”
COLLECTION CONTINUES!
Please drop your food bank items in the 3rd street entrance vestibule.
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS NEEDED.
For EXAMPLE: PEANUT BUTTER~PASTA ~ RICE ~ CEREAL ~ CANNED FISH & MEATS
~ CANNED SAUCES ~ And other non-perishables.
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Virtual Book Club
Grace UCC Virtual Book Club every Wednesday at 7PM
New Book beginning January 6 (TBD)

Join us if you’d like to socialize, stretch your
mind, or just leave the daily grind of life
behind for a bit.

MESSAGE AS OF 12/17/2020 from Missy Moxley
We are finished up the book, The Girls of Atomic City, on December 30. At the next meeting, In addition
to finishing discussion on the current book, The Girls of Atomic City, we will be deciding upon our next book
selection.
Send an email to Missy Moxley at nehoneybee@gmail to submit book suggestions or even what genres of
books would be most interesting to you. Even if you have a book in your possession that you have been
meaning to read but just need a push to start, that would be a great book to nominate! We are an informal group who enjoy sharing Covid-safe socialization and weaving
that into our weekly book discussions.
All are welcome!! New and different people and viewpoints
make for better discussion!!

Find Zoom link on the church website at grucc.com or in
the weekly all church email.

Grace News
Pastor Rob does “No Shave November”!
Reminder: The importance of Men’s Cancer Screening!
Get screened today!
~~~~~~~

Myesha & Pastor Rob updated their wardrobes to
honor RBG (Ruth Bader Ginsburg) and all women
who have changed and are changing the world.
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Grace News
Congratulations and Blessings to the Reverend Jessica
Townsley who was ordained to the Christian Ministry on
Sunday, December 20th at Grace Church. A beautiful service of Ordination and Communion was celebrated live and
enjoyed via our Youtube channel. Rev Jessica served at
Grace as a student pastoral associate during seminary and
has been a beloved part of the Grace family ever since. Its
been a long journey and we are so very proud of you Jessica!
Much love to you, your fiancee Donna, and your sons, Weston and Issac on this amazing day!

~~~~~~~
Kids visit with St Nicholas!
On Sunday, December 6th, the kids of
Grace were invited to join us via Zoom
for a visit with St Nicholas! We sang some Christmas songs, Pastor Rob
told the story of St Nicholas and then the kids got to visit with St Nick
himself and tell him what they want for Christmas! It was a wonderful
time and we thank all the parents and St Nicholas who took time from his
busy schedule to be with us!

Christmas Blessing Bags for
Salvation Army clients
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For All the Saints: Lydia, Dorcus and Phoebe (companions to the Apostles)/January 27th
Lydia was most likely from Greek background, since originating from
Asia Minor, but probably romanized one, while she lived in a Roman
settlement. She was evidently a well-to-do agent of a purple-dye firm
in Thyatira, a city southeast of Pergamum and approximately 40 miles
inland, across the Aegean Sea from Athens. Lydia insisted on giving
hospitality to Apostle Paul and his companions in Philippi. They stayed
with her until their departure, through Amphipolis and Apollonia, to
Thessalonica (Acts 16:40-17:1).

Paul, Silas, and Timothy were traveling through the region of Philippi
when they encounter “a reputable businesswoman and possibly a
widow, who was a righteous Gentile or ‘God-fearer’ attracted to Judaism”. “She was one of a large group considered…sympathizers with
Judaism, believers in the one God, but who had not yet become ‘proselytes’ or taken the final step to conversion
to Judaism”. Because these encounters and events take place “in what is now Europe,” Lydia is considered “the
first ‘European’ Christian convert”.
Dorcus was also known as Tabitha. Acts recounts that when she died, she was mourned by "all the widows...crying and showing the apostle Peter the robes and other clothing that she had made while she was still
with them" (Acts 9:39). The Greek construct used in this passage indicates that the widows were the recipients of
her charity, but she may also have been a widow herself. It is likely that she was a woman of some means, given
her ability to help the poor. The disciples present called upon Peter, who came from nearby Lydda to the place
where her body was being laid out for burial, and raised her from the dead. This narrative concerning Tabitha/
Dorcas indicates her prominence in the community at Joppa. This might also be indicated by the fact that Peter
took the trouble to come to her from a neighboring city, when requested by the community members.
Phoebe was a first-century Christian woman mentioned by the Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, verses
16:1-2. A notable woman in the church of Cenchreae, she was trusted by Paul to deliver his letter to the Romans.
Paul refers to her both as a "Servant" or "deacon" and as a helper or patron of many. This is the only place in the
New Testament where a woman is specifically referred to with these two distinctions. Paul introduces Phoebe as
his emissary to the church in Rome and, because they are not acquainted with her, Paul provides them with her
credentials.
While none of these women are given much notice in the scriptures, it is important that they are there. In a
Church that became increasingly more male dominant throughout the ages, it is very important to remember
that women were an integral part of the early church ministry and even took on the roles of patrons and were
officially sanctioned as leaders! Women have in fact, always been in church leadership. Its only the history that
was written by men that caused their contributions and gifts to be minimized and even in some cases erased. On
this Feast of Phoebe, Dorcus and Lydia, we remember the many strong spirit gifted women God has put in our
lives and on whose shoulders, we are honored to stand!
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